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Facts and Figures

To develop strategies that effectively deal with personal safety we need to have clarity around the real dangers 
and threats that our students face. The following section lays out the most up to date and relevant crime figures 
available in the UK today.

Introduction
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Office of National Statistics (ONS) and Crime Survey of England & Wales  
(CSEW): Crime Figures (2017-18)

There were 5.5 million criminal offences recorded in 2017/18.
Police records show a 10% rise (the largest rise in a decade) in crime in England & Wales, with an 18% increase 
in violent crime.
There were 1,259,000 violent incidents in England and Wales.
	 l Against the person (up 175,000).
	 l Theft and robbery (up 118,000).  
	 l Public order offences (up 78,000).
The accelerating rise in crime comes as Home Office figures show a further fall of 924 in the number of police 
officers, to 123,142 in England and Wales. This is the fewest officers in England and Wales since 1985. Police 
numbers have fallen by 20,592 since 2010.

According to the National Audit Office:
	 l  It took 18 days to charge an offence for the year ending March 2018 –  

4 days longer than for the year March 2016.
	 l  The arrest rate fell to 14 arrests per 1,000 population in 2016/17,  

down from 17% per 1,000 population in 2014/15.
	 l  There were fewer breathalyser tests, motoring fixed penalty notices  

and convictions for drugs trafficking and possession since 2010.  
	 l  33% of victims were not happy with police response in the year ending March 2018,  

up from 29% in the year ending March 2016.
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The CSEW estimated that around 11 in 100 children aged 10 to 15 years were 
victims of at least 1 crime during the last year. A total of 697,000 crimes were 
estimated to have been experienced by these children:

52% were violent crimes (359,000).
	 l 36% were thefts of personal property (251,000).
	 l 7% were criminal damage to personal property (46,000).
	 l 6% were robbery (41,000).

There were 1.8 million incidents of anti-social behaviour as recorded  
by the police.

Interestingly, 10 to 15 year olds are more likely to be a victim of violent crime 
than adults are.
https://www.ons.gov.uk/releases/crimeinenglandandwalesyearendingjune2017

Crime Survey of England and Wales: July 2017

Knife Crime dropped, but is rising again

There were 37,443 offences in the 12 months ending in September 2017, a 21% 
increase on the previous year and the highest number since 2011, the earliest 
point for which comparable data is available.
Out of the 44 police forces, 38 recorded a rise in knife crime, with the 
Metropolitan Police showing the biggest increase.
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Homicide and 
attempted 
murder

Includes assault with injury and assault with intent to cause harm. Source: Police recorded crime, Home Office

Threats 
to kill

Robbery

2% 2%

2%

40%

Assault*
50%

Rape/sexual assault

Police figures are prone to changes in counting rules and methods, but data for NHS hospitals in England over a 
similar period showed a 7% increase in admissions for assault by a sharp object, leading the Office for National 
Statistics (ONS) to include there had been a “real change” to the downward trend in knife crime.

The biggest annual percentage rises in knives being used to commit crimes were in rapes and sexual assaults. 
These were up from 483 to 640. This amounted to an increase of 33%, though some of this may well be due to 
victims being more willing to come forward.

These figures on homicides, or killings, a category comprising cases of murder, manslaughter and infanticide. In 
about two out of every five killings, the victim is fatally assaulted with a sharp object or stabbed to death.

Knives are most often used in 
assaults and robberies.
England and Wales, year ending 
September 2017.

Knives are the most common 
cause of death in homicides.
England and Wales, year ending 
March 2016.
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Although knife crime is on the increase, it should be seen in context. It’s relatively unusual for a violent incident to 
involve a knife, and rarer still for someone to need hospital treatment.
Most violence is caused by people hitting, kicking, shoving or slapping someone, sometimes during a fight and often 
when they’re drunk. The police figures on violence also include crimes of harassment and stalking.

Most violent attacks involve no 
weapons.
Use of weapons in violent incidents, 
England and Wales year ending March 
2016.

Most perpetrators of knife crime are 
over 18.
Knife possesion offences by age, 
England and Wales 2017 estimate.
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There is more knife crime in London 
than elsewhere.
Knife offences per 100,000 people by 
region, England and Wales, year to 
June 2016.

Knife crime tends to be more prevalent in large cities, particularly in London. 
For every 100,000 people in the capital, there were 114 knife offences in 2016, with separate figures, from the 
mayor’s office, showing that young black and minority ethnic teenage boys and men were disproportionately 
affected, as both victims and perpetrators. 
Next highest were the West Midlands, with 56 knife offences per 100,000 population, and Yorkshire and the 
Humber, 52.

29.01.18 – in Yorkshire schools a child is caught carrying a blade once 
a week on average...a 151% increase on figures from the previous 
year.

Crime Stoppers states that...every 2 hours in the UK a child is arrested 
for carrying a knife.

In March 2017...after a weapons amnesty in schools...over 2500+ 
weapons were handed in from schools in England & Wales. 

47 children below the age of 10 were found to be carrying weapons

Knives in our schools
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	 l  Police in England and Wales recorded more than 1000 child abductions offences in 2015/16  
(the highest in over a decade).

	 l  Non-parental abduction increased by 27% last year. 

	 l  More than 100,000 children in the UK will experience an attempted abduction by the age of 16 years old.

	 l  In 2011/12 there were approximately 200 attempted abductions by a stranger. In 50 of these cases the 
stranger succeeded in taking the child. Analysis suggests:

  - 3 quarters of abductions are carried out against girls.
  - Victims of attempted stranger abduction have an average age of 11 years.
  - Victims of completed abductions have an average age of 14 years.
  - Roughly 2 thirds of abductions by a stranger involves the use of a car.

The police recorded number may not be telling the whole picture. The following 2 surveys provide a more details 
and accurate account of child abduction:

1. The NSPCC (2009)
	 l  0.2% (1 in 500) of children under 11 years old indicated they had been a victim of an attempted kidnapping.
	 l 1.9% (1 in 53) of 11 to 17 year olds indicated that they had been a victim of an attempted kidnapping.
	 l 2.1% (1 in 48) of 18 to 24 year olds indicated that they had been a victim of an attempted kidnapping.

Nearly half the attempted kidnappings in each age group were perpetrated by a stranger.

Action Against Abduction
www.actionagainstabduction.org
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2. The University of Huddersfield: stranger child abduction
The University of Huddersfield: stranger child abduction Gallagher et al (2008) carried out a survey of 2,420 
school children (aged 9 to 16) in the North West of England in 1996/7. They asked the children if, when they were 
away from home, a stranger had ever tried to get them to go with them when they didn’t want to. 41 children (1 in 
59) reported this had happened to them. Gllagher et al. found that 60% of victims of attempted abductions did not 
report the incident to the police.

Summary of the survey data highlights the gap between the number of children abduction offences recorded by 
police, and the self-reported experiences of young people themselves. Whilst relatively few children are actually 
taken and suffer harm as a result, attempted abduction and incidents in which children fear for their own safety are 
far more common.

Survey findings can be found at: 

http://childabduction.org.uk/images/what_surveys_tell_us.pdf

The British Health & social Care information Centre (28th May 2015) 
reported that dog attacks had increased by 76% in 10 years. The 
records show that 7,227 people were admitted to hospital due to dog 
inflicted injuries between March 2014 and Feb 2015, up from 4,110 
dog attack admissions for the year ending Feb 2005.
Children under the age of 9 years accounted for 1,159 of the victims in 
2014/15. BUT 12 of the 21 dog attack fatalities were children.
Historically, from a half to two thirds of dog attack victims have been 
small children, since most dogs have inhibitions against attacking 
people who are significantly larger than themselves.
A study by the animal welfare charity, ‘People’s Dispensary for Sick 
Animals’ recently calculated that 3% of dogs are showing aggression 
to people on a weekly basis…..equating to nearly 250,000 incidents 
every year.
There were:
	 l 6 fatalities in the UK from 1992 through to 1996.
	 l 8 fatalities in the UK from 1997 through to 2001.
	 l 17 fatalities in the UK from 2002 through to 2006.
	 l 19 fatalities in the UK from 2007 through to 2011.
	 l 19 fatalities in the UK from 2012 through to 2016.

Dog bites
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The 2017 ‘Good Childhood Report’ is the most extensive research programme of research in child well-being in 
the world. The research looks at 10 to 17 year olds and studies how they feel about their lives...in short, it gives 
their views about how they are feeling about issues in their lives.
The report is a collaboration between The Children’s Society and the University of York.

Key Findings
	 l Young people’s happiness is at its lowest since 2010.
	 l Fear of crime is the most common worry that children have…effecting 2.2 million children.
	 l 1 in 3 teenage girls are afraid of being followed by a stranger.
	 l 1 in 4 boys are worried they’ll be assaulted.

https://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/the-good-childhood-report

https://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/the-good-childhood-report

 Good Childhood Report 2017
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Estimated 
population of 10 
to 17 year olds 
experiencing 
disadvantage in 
the UK

Population in estimates for various types of disadvantage
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